tts o question that %to asked o lot.
And it's a. question that gets onewered a Lo, too.

Beryomin Franklin soid, "A howse is not a. home unless it contoing food. and fire por
the mind as well as the body."

Robert Froat described home less povourably, but perhops more accurately, when he
soud, "Home is the place where, when you have to g0 there, they have to toke you

ln'“

Home.

This monosyllobic word comures up many imoges and creotes diggerent geelings and,
impressions for dipferent people.

Home s where the heart is. Home 13 where you peel comportable.  Home s where
you know youre loved,

[ bou@—ht myr pirst home - a modern, two—bedroom, town—centre Plot - nearly two
years 0g0. [ wos surprised when, o few months ofter | hod moved in, people asked
me i it hod storted to peel like home yet.

[ wos surprised becowse it pelt Like home prom the moment | moved in.
[ don't know if it was becouse | had oll of my things around me (in various boxes

ond. coves ond crofes), or becouse the pirst ﬂu’n? [ unpacked (even before the kettie)
wow one of my favourite paintings, which | immediotely hung up, or becouse | chose



all of the purniture and furnishings mypeelf and arranged everyting just as | wonted
it.

Or ip it simply pelt Like home becouse | called it home and thought of it as such.

Home. tt's o powerpul word. K denotes not s0 much the phuysical, bricks-ond-mortar
law'Ldjma,, but the people and relationships wiich dwell within its wolls. [ speaks not
20 much of the visible and the tamaib(,e,, but of the emotional and the relational. [
tells not s0 much of the structure of the laui(.din%, but of the structure of the pomily
(no matter whot ‘pomily’ looks Like).

{tis o pull word - a word filled with busyness and wormth and love. It s o
com}orﬁma, word, o reassuring word, a pomiliar word. [ represents a. place of sofetiy
ond. security, o place where we con peel welcomed and accepted.

To me, home is somewhere | can, quite Uterally, put my peet up on the sofo. t's
somewhere | peel comfortoble and reloxed ond somewhere | can be muyseld.

And thot, to me, s what s 0 importont - a home should be a place where people
can be themeelves, whether they live there or are just visting. A home s mode and,
shaped and formed by the people who live in it and it should replect them - it
should be an extension of their personalities.

o, insteod of aoking, what makes o house a home?  Perhaps we should 04k, what
mokes me, me?

This s my howse. M casa.
Come on in and hove a look around.

M cava ¢s ou casa.



